A SLUSHBOX? It can’'t be! Whatever happened to that old stoicism? Were did the purist go, the one who would
never THINK of buying a Porsche with adushbox? Nor dmost any other car?

Y ep; it' sthe same guy, only alittlewiser. See, | had the “ opportunity” to work for two weeksin Chicago last year,
driving from my motorhome abode about 35 miles south of the city proper to Skokie, about ten miles north of the
center, and aong the lakefront. Right where the interstates split off to O’ Hare, and the 16 mile drive at any time of day
or night is a least more than it takes to fly to Syracuse FROM O’'Hare. Sort of makes one wonder why bother.
Anyway, besides the motorhome (I have yet to see abig rig like mine with anything except an automatic, and | wastold
to forget it when | wanted to changeTranny Trash to anice manua gearbox), the only automatic vehicle | owned was
my Ford Aerostar AWD mini-van, which | used.

So the Silver Bullet stayed in the garage collecting the dust of Lynn€e srefinishing of the kitchen cabinets. If sawdust
were the ided trestment to win a concours, I'd get the Manhattan Trophy. Unfortunately, it isjust the opposite; gets
into everything, and isimpossible to get fully out, and shakes down into airboxes so when you turn on afan months later,
you again get little wood flakest Anyway, | digress... But there | am off in the hinterland, while my beautiful Targa
(never mind the rugt-through or the oil legks; it is MINE, which makesit beautiful in its own right) is parked in the
gaage. Lynne & Jess periodicdly garted it, but it was starting to fed like Mike Darminio’s car, only filthy. It fet like
the suspension parts were hardening from lack of flex, and | was afraid the CV joints would rust on the top halves And
the REAL problem showed up in theinduction system, as dl the injector o-rings hardened from disuse, o arting
became a chore with alot of ssumble, cough and spuitter.

So | replaced them, but | vowed the car was to be driven; if not by me, then Lynne & Jess, now lega with her own
Subaru, could take up the effort. Only problem; Jessfell in love with it, and started dropping hints that it was “time for
another one, DADDY”. That last word ALWAY S makes me hold my wallet, and | doubt you readers have been
immune to Imilar circumstances. With age and diabetes cregping up on me, and the rigors of middle age, even Lynne
decided it wastime to look. If you've ever heard Bill Cosby on the subject of his Ferrari, you know he suffered years
of “ties’ as presents. He then goes on to say he wished, just once, that they’ d buy him a Ferrari. He'd makethe
payments, he just wanted “permission”. Therel am, or rather was.

See, April 12 1 bought what is merdly the second in along string of Porsches | will own. Like being too thin or too rich,
thereis no such thing as too many Porsches. That is of course until you @) marry a person who dreams of a house, and
you find the banks do not consider a 911 to be a*“home improvement”, b) start afamily with one more child seat
needed than you have belts to accommodate, ¢) decide that said offspring need the best education money can buy,
which leads d) spouse from &) above, who wants to change carrers in mid-stream, and have you cover the family and
education expenses yoursdf for the next few years. That iswhen your velocity portfolio startsto look like an early 924
is about your limit.

But that iswhy I’ ve owned the Silver Bullet snce March, Friday the Thirteenth, of 1981. I've put over 170K miles, of
which | figure about 20K are on the track. Only twice in that entire time has the car needed a tow; when the fudl pump
broke in Elmira during an interview trip to Pennsylvania, and when | decided not to press my luck when amain cross-
bolt capnut decided to come loose and puke ail (like THAT was anew occurrence). It has been driven by more
current and future Porsche Club members than any single vehicle of which I'm aware, and has been the recipient of
plenty of scrutiny by the track flaggers to see what is dripping TODAY. To the point they probably wouldn't noticeif |
were driving naked with the roof off, and my armsflailing out thewindows! But again, | digress.
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So Lynne, the perceptive wife sheis, could see | was getting depressed. My business and investments had made us
financidly secure, even while putting two women through private schools, and my clients were starting to approach me
ingtead of my having to do al the slling. Helpson aresume, | assureyou. So Lynne says, “I think you should look”,
but sets no specific guiddines. Sol “look”. EVERYWHERE. Found in the Porsche Market Letter what sounded like
aterrific car; a'91 C4 Targa, White with Tan leather and blackout trim. Just under $30K. Found some interesting
onesin Pano, but (sorry Betty Joeif you read this, it is't your fault) some PCA members seem to think economicsisa
force they need not be concerned with. DESPERATELY searched for aNON-red ‘89 normal nose factory Turbo
Targa. Had onelast year in Floridafor $30K and my insurance company (State Farm) wouldn’t write comprehensive
because I’ d had some glass bregkage clams under “full coverage for glass’ clauses. What made that more tragic was
the absurd fact that now that they have again agreed to write fire and theft, a minimum requirement for acar loan, they
tacked on $7.80 semi-annud “full glass’ on the policy. Likel look THAT STUPID? Again, though, | digress...

So here | am with an expectation of about $30K for a Porsche. Rules: It must NOT bered, it MUST be open, and not
like asunroof or moonroof, likethelatest “Targd’, and it must have arear engine. Coolant color optiond. Based on
what I’ ve seen and heard, and also based on having gotten to DRIVE a 996 at Parade last year (testing the BFG G-
Force tireswhich came out in Nov. last year, and will DEFINITELY be my next tire buy for a911), plus my Audi
Quiattro experiences, the new C4 as a Cabrio sounded like awinner. Until | found I'd be looking & no less than
$100K by thetime | equipped it and paid the luxury tax (WHAT luxury? Driving acar capable of saving my lifeisa
luxury? Of course, as gummint viewsit, because their idea of asaferideisa Centro Bugl). Again | digress...

But the whacky thing is the thinking which followed that train of consciousness. See, the neat thing accomplished by
Porsche in the new C4 was the incorporation of the viscous coupling in the front axle assembly, rather than at the
gearbox as before. 1f you don't know, a viscous coupling works like a differentid and dlows asmal and dow rotation
with little resstance so little heet, for dight differencesin whed speeds, but effectively locks up if one whed turnsrapidly
relative to another. So they accomplish the same thing, but are unlike fixed limited-dip systems which have clutch disks
which are statically harder to rotate than dynamicaly, so give one a choppy effect in al non-wetted road conditions, or
the Porsche variable-dip systems as incorporated in the 959 and subsequently in the early C4, which are anfully
expensive and prone to maintenance headaches and cost. Just ask someone with avariable dip rear end on highher 928
GTS. Now that the sciencelessonisover... | know, | know... Intuitively, based on everything you ve ever witnessed,
the faster you spin afluid, the LESS resstanceit causes. But trust me. | don't understand dl the chemistry any more
than | can redly explain Eingein’s specid theory of rdativity, but | know these couplings are the maingtay of any serious
Full-Time AWD system today, dlowing the driver the luxury of Smply planting his’her foot and the whedls and system
make their own decisions what torque to put where, and with essentialy no complex controls whatsoever. Technology
uber dles.

And do you know WHY that is so important? Let me give you what I'm sure will be alot more technology history than
you want, but thisis my column. Any complaints, write your own... When Porsche AG was run by Peter Schutz, the
only American ever a the Hdm, he was primarily amarketing guy. It was he who indgsted on afactory cabrio, snce
aftermarket shops were doing such systems to Targa body cars, because he could see there was a niche not being
satisfied. Similarly, he brought back the Turbo, which had been killed asaUS car. He dso put into motion the idea
that an automatic transmission in a 911 was a meaningful expangon of their potentid market for the car (does any of this
sound like any of the pre-release tripe you ve read from the “automoative journaists’ out there?). Anyway, they didn't
want to spend big bucks, so they “adapted” an off-the-shdf tranny by putting what amounts to an externd pardld shaft
from the tranny output shaft, back to the differentid housing, the “rear end”. Y ou see, amanua gearbox generdly has
two paralel shafts on which are gears running in continuous engagement on idle bearings. They are engaged by diding a
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synchronizer ring which is cut out to dip engage over the gear teeth, but splined to the shaft, so the gear rotation imparts
rotationd torque to the shaft. As such, the engine power can be brought in from ether end viathe “input” shaft, then use
the second shaft for “output”. And key isthe ahility to use EITHER END. So for yearsthe 911 has had aforward
running input shaft, and rearward running output to what is caled the Ring and Pinion which drives the axle in rotation
perpendicular to that shaft. Of course, that same shaft can be used at the other end to drive the FRONT whed s by use
of atorque tube through the floor tunnd to asmilarly ratioed ring and pinion gear at the front axle.

But problems occur with an automatic, Smply because no such “shaft” even exids. Thereisinput at one end, which
gets coupled to planetary (gears wrapped around other gears, with smdl driven pinion gears “orbiting” between them).
The outer gears are typicaly part of soinning drums which are solined viaidler gears to the output shaft, with the inner
gearsfreeto pininthecase. In “neutrd” they dl soin fredy. But in Drivethe “drums” are clamped on the outside,
thereby forcing the driven pinions to impart torque to the inner gear, which drivesit in faster rotation to the output, vs.
clamping the inner gear, which causes the outer to turn dower. That isasmple example of first and second gear in any
automatic. Higher gears are smply duplicates with different ratios. In any case, these are al coupled to the output shaft
by “clutches’ which arefriction disk pairs squeezed together to allow rotationa torque (like the limited dip sysems) with
each pair having one splined to the input element, and the other to the output shaft). So, to use an automatic with the
911, they had to add a gear to the front end (remember it is rear engined with a transaxle, which means both tranny and
rear axle are the same assembly) to drive the externa shaft back to the wider tranny case for the offset ring and pinion.
And given the length of transmission plus that gear, there was no room to put in aviscous clutch. Ergo, the C4 has been
exclusvey for the Spartan among us, whose legs don't diein traffic. That isuntil THIS year, because moving the
coupling to the front housing dlows adirect drive shaft from the tranny, WHICHEVER tranny it id

Thinking about my Chicago experiences, dong with some traffic jams |’ ve been in aLONG way from Chicago,
convinced me the new 996 C4 Cabrio Tip was practicaly the perfect package; AWD, open Porsche performance, a
manua gate (or better; whed buttons like them formula won racers) to let me control what gear I'm in on the track
without alowing me to do anything stupid which would over-rev, but dso not shift up smply because | lifted dightly in
the middle of aturn), while alowing me the “luxury” of letting it make dl those decisonswhile | smply pressed the loud
peda when I’ ve had more pressing things to do than nursemaid a clutch.

But after deciding | was not going to reward the IRS for their recent efforts by paying aluxury tax on a car, when that
tax was rescinded for yachts, so | looked for the ‘91 C4. Never had | so much information so poorly presented in my
life. Carscom haslidtings of classfieds from al over the country. But you can forget trying to distinguish Targafrom
coupe there: the choices covering al rear-engined Porsches are 911 and 993, and the ads are Ssmply sorted by price.
Now it should take no genius to figure that a 911 with an asking of $150,000 is probably a ‘98 Twin Turbo S coupe.
But thelist in the $30K range was everything froma‘ 77 “Prigine” which redly means his studs have yet to pull and is
the world’ s stupidest investment, to a‘ 94 coupe, the last year before the 993. The 993 listing also includes some older
and newer 911 moddls (don't ask me why; if computers weren't so ignorant, they’ d reach out and dap the idiot who
enters this crap).

So | went looking for financing. Someday, but | wor't hold my breath, someone a a bank is going to redlize that
people don't give up their dreams until they' ve given up everything ese. Because banks view a 911 in exactly the same
light asaused Chevy. They will finance a maximum of five years old at favorable rates; beyond that at usury rates, your
credit worthiness or the vehicle vaue retention be damned. So when, again on the internet at CarFinance.com, | found |
could buy a 993 Cabrio C2 at only 20% more MONTHLY than the ‘91 C4, my brain started to ponder. And started
looking at 993's. Now | idedly would have wanted a C4 Cabrio, but a $20K premium is alittle whacko. | eventudly
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narrowed down to four examples, until the CarFinance papers arrived, and had alittle clause that they could ONLY by
purchased from a FRANCHISED DEALER! The two percent advantage in financing was enough to eiminate one of
the possibles outright, which would aso be the case for the *91 C4, by theway. | don't like to buy cars from people
who sdl morethan | buy; | figure it gives them an edge, but if you look at the nine vehicdles | own, my wife might argue
otherwise. Anyway, | digress...

It turns out that the three cars are dl sold by independent dedlers. So acall resultsin, “well... we ve done SOME with
independents, so we need info... yadayadayada.” Well, ok, so maybethisisnow amaybe. And maybenot. Soll
keep looking. At the low end are coupes, but the cabrio spread is crazy; $48K to $70K for ‘95 C2. I'mterribly sorry
for the person who believes his or her Cabrio isthe darling of the monetarily well-off but terribly ignorant popul ace out
there, but PT Barnum was probably right. Just not for MY mother’ slittle boy.

Find cut turned out to be two identicaly colored cars plus a purple/grey inIL. Of them, the lowest cost of dl wasin
FL, and wasthe only Tiptronic. The asking price was $5K below the other two, despite the Tip adding almost $4K to
theinitid factory price. What seded it was the pictures he sent viathe net, as had one of the other two, and his going to
bat for the independent dealer arrangements under the preferred finanang rate, plus his offer to DELIVER the car to me
inIN. That was modified dightly when he was asked to get it to me by last weekend, so | could travel to Chattanooga
TN withit. Heingteed offered to meet mein Knoxville at a place neither of us had ever been, and eventualy never
found. Thank God for cdlular phones.

Remember what I’ ve said before about diagnostics skills are at the heart of buying a greet car; recognizing what was
reglly wrong and what it would redly take to make it right? Turns out the prior owner lost manuas, a couple of (one
VERY important - the tonneau cover to protect the top from wind when folded) pieces, and had some specia mods.
He' d dso had the whed s refinished poorly, and they show it. The dealer showed methat it had a Porsche CD changer
in the front, but “it didn't work” because he had the cassette in backwardsl Works GREAT! Had a switch set on the
left of the lights which did some beeping, but he had no ideawhy. It'safront and rear Escort Remote setup, with
volume and city/hwy sdlectable. Works great! And though he knew it had the Tip, | think he’d talked to afew too
many purists dong the way, so he was pricing a wholesde to sdll it quickly and make some room for one of those
“macho” spartan leg killers.

Been there, done that. But what the hell kind of technology buff would | beif | limited my thinking that way? So |
decided that the Tip was the most gppropriate way to meet the more diverse requirements my life makes today than it
made when | bought my last Porsche. And it isflat gorgeousl And does exactly what | had expected. And | have the
last design vintage of the last ar-cooled boxer six 911, with a power top, a dark Aventura Green Metallic (ablue-green
like ocean water) with Light Grey power full lesther interior, a stereo to die for, Porsche Alarm, and adushbox. It'sfun
to play in the dush.

Oh, and by theway. Lynne; | loveyou. And thanksagain. | needed that.
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